
Homework Ideas

READING:
Alphabet Flashcard Activities:

***When using the alphabet cards only use 3 letters at a time (ex:  A a M m T & t).  Use   

   these letters for about a week (or until they consistently name them) before you choose new letters.

***How to Choose Letters:

    Use one letter that is difficult for your child

    Use one letter your child knows some of the time

    Use one letter your child knows well -if your child can name many letters you may want to use several of them instead of just one.
***Below are some activities you may wish to do with your child.  Do not spend a long time using the cards - a few minutes each day is better than a long time one day.   You may choose to do one or two activities each day.

***Make sure your child says  the letter every time  it comes up.  
*Match upper & lower case letters

*Letter Hunt: you name a letter, your child finds the card with the letter.

*Name the Letter: show your child a letter, have him tell the name and/or the sound.

*Letter Sound: you say a sound, have your child find the correct letter.

*Beginning Letter: you say a word, have your child find the letter the word begins with.

*BINGO: you name a letter or sound, your child covers it until all letters are covered. 

*CONCENTRATION: Turn cards face down. Your child turns card over

     and tells name or sound.  If correct, keep the card.
*WORDS:  Use the cards to make 2 & 3 letter words your child can sound out.

Letter/Sound Recognition Activities:
  Remember!  Have your child say the name/sound continually during the activity.  

*Alphabet Book:  Use paper and crayons or markers and make an alphabet book.  Write the letter at 
        the top of the page.  Draw or cut out pictures that begin with that sound.  

*I Spy – you say “I spy the letter (or sound) ___”.  Your child finds that letter/sound.
*Hunt for letters/words we’ve learned in children’s books

*Go on a letter/sound/word hunt in the kitchen pantry, newspaper, junk mail 

 
(use bright colored markers to circle their finds)

*Spray shaving cream on the shower wall & write letters/words/numbers during bath time
*Write in the dirt/sand

*Write in pudding.  (Spread pudding in a large cookie sheet, write letters/sounds, lick your 
                   finger clean.  YOU re-spread the pudding and do it again!)
*Write in rice with finger (Spread rice in a cookie sheet.)
*Make the letter with objects (beans, noodles, toothpicks, etc.)

Sounds in Words Activities:

*Take turns thinking of 2 words that begin with the same sound (ex:  boat & bun)

*Play ‘Say It Fast’ .  You say a short word one sound at a time & have your child say it fast.  
Ex:  m–a–t =  mat  or,  pl - ate.

*Rhyming games – your child says a word, you supply the rhyme or, you say two rhyming words, your child adds more. 

Comprehension

*before reading the book, have your child tell the story by “reading” the pictures

*read a story – ask your child to tell what happens at the beginning, middle & end of the story.

*read part way, stop and have your child predict what might happen next.

*read a book a few times & have your child retell the story
MATH
FLASHCARDS ACTIVITIES:   (Use numbers 0 – 20)
***When using the cards only use 3 numbers at a time.  Use them for about a week (or until your child knows them all consistently) before you choose new numbers. 

***How to Choose Cards:

    Use one number that is difficult for your child

    Use one number your child knows some of the time

    Use one number your child knows well -if your child can name many numbers you may want to use several of them instead of just one.
***Below are some activities you may wish to do with your child.  Do not spend a long time using the cards - a few minutes each day is better than a long time one day.   You may choose to do one or two activities each day.

*Number Hunt: you name a number, your child finds the card.

*Name the Number: show your child a number card, have him tell the name

    and show that many fingers or objects.

*Show Me: You show fingers or objects.  Your child finds the number to 

    match.
*Fast Fingers:  you say a number, your child shows that many fingers without counting them.
*BINGO: You name a number, your child covers it until all are covered. 

   Or, you show an amount (fingers or objects), your child finds the number

    & covers it until all cards are covered.

*CONCENTRATION: Turn cards face down. Your child turns card over

     and tells the name or shows how many (using fingers or objects).

*Number Order:  Have your child put the cards in order.

*What’s Missing:  You put the cards in order but leave one out.  Your child finds where 
        it belongs.  Ex:  _ 2 3 4;   or  0 1 2 _ 4;     or 3 4 5 __

*More or Less? – show two numbers, your child decides which is more or less
Other Activities:
*count objects (up to 30 objects)
*practice  sorting 

*make patterns using various object


    Ex:  AB pattern:  red, blue



AAB pattern:  red, red, blue



ABB pattern:  red, blue, blue



ABC pattern:  red, blue, yellow

*shape hunt – look for shapes in the environment

Circle,   square,   triangle,   rectangle,   rhombus (diamond)


Sphere,   cube,   cylinder


